
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you made me welcome, lacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, 

in prison and you came to see me.
Matthew 25: 35-36
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“Didn’t know you’d become a 
bleeding-heart liberal, Father?”

Welcome Craig, our new Treasurer
Another Chester ‘Werbie’ joins the Prisons group 

SVP Working with Prisons is delighted to welcome Craig Mullan, our new (and 
first) group Treasurer.

28 year old Craig is based in Chester and is a member of the St Werburgh’s 
Church congregation. He saw our plea in the last (Spring) edition of this 
newsletter and made an application immediately, to try to help as we 
endeavour to develop and expand our work with the 122 prisons throughout 
England and Wales.

“I heard about the great things that SVP Conferences and Members were doing 
in prisons from my Parish Priest (and the prison group’s Spiritual Advisor) Fr Paul 
Shaw.” said Craig. “As a qualified Accountant, when I spotted the article in the 
Spring newsletter I thought my background and skillset might be useful to the 
group so I had no hesitation in putting my name forward for consideration.”

Craig was greeted with open arms by the group and is now working closely with Prisons Lead Ian Kempsell and 
Secretary Kevin McKenna to obtain ‘pump-prime’ funding from SVP National Office, to open a bank account and to 
set-up the various financial structures and protocols needed to operate as part of a national charity.

“We are delighted to have such a well-qualified and enthusiastic young person as part of the team,” said Ian Kempsell. 
“As a group we are making solid progress; being able to place good people like Craig in key roles puts us in a very 
good place for the future.”

John O’Sullivan   john@johnosullivan.co.uk

May Mass for visitors
at HMP Berwyn 
Mid May brought good news from HMP Berwyn to all volunteers: on 
Saturday 29th we were all invited to attend Mass in the prison Chapel 
to re-establish the links with the men. Fourteen of us turned up on the 
morning, representing four SVP Conferences: St Mary’s Wrexham, St 
Werburgh’s Chester, St David’s Mold and St Frances’ Llay.

Mass was celebrated by Bishop Peter and we all found it a moving 
occasion after such a long time. We only saw two of the men we used 
to support in the prison but we were told that slowly we would be, 
hopefully, returning to being able to see more of them and have the 
opportunity to support them again.

We have also learned from Anne Coleman, the lay Chaplain at Berwyn, that there are new initiatives being discussed 
between groups of prisons, one of which is known as, “Chain Breakers” which particularly focuses on trying to help 
men at the point of leaving prison. Looking forward to learning more about it and hoping for it to bring some success! 

Anna Frank-Keyes   a.m.frank-keyes@outlook.com

I welcome feedback and comments on sermons as 
much as the next dog collar, but that was a bit harsh, 
especially as I sensed the parishioner wasn’t particularly 
joking. It followed the sermon I gave after my very first 
visit to HMP Berwyn at Wrexham in North Wales, a visit 
that had made a profound impact on me. Driving back 
home afterwards, I don’t mind admitting I’d been in tears.

What had made that impact? I’d single out four points in 
particular. Firstly, the young age of these prisoners. They 
all seemed in their twenties, or thirties at most. Secondly, 
their extraordinary devoutness during the Mass itself. 
I’ll admit I was nervous as about thirty to forty hulking 
brutes gathered in the large new Chaplaincy area, 
talking loudly, joshing each other, calling out, banter, 
non-stop chatter. Would they ever hush? But then I told 
myself I was a veteran of High School Masses, and, after 
those Year Ten hulking brutes, Prison Masses had to be 
a doddle. As indeed they proved. Their reception of Holy 
Communion or Blessings was powerfully reverent.

My third reflection driving home was the power of the 
social time together after Mass, as the lads themselves 
waited on us, the SVP volunteers and chaplaincy staff. 
They made the tea and coffee, they brought it round, 
sugar, Father? OK, we took in the cakes and biscuits, 
but then they offered us the plates piled high. “Biscuit, 

Father?” I politely declined, needing to watch the old 
figure. “But would you like mine?” I asked. The look I got 
back was that of a five-year-old. “Really? May I?” I have 
never seen a biscuit disappear so quickly. 

Fourthly and finally, I drove back to Wrexham to immerse 
myself in my beloved Dickens. When so many of these 
lads had held their Hymn Sheets upside down. Why, Lord? 
Why did their lives turn out the way they did and mine 
turn out so differently?

If asking that question makes me a bleeding-heart 
liberal, then that’s fine by me!

Fr Paul Shaw    werburgh465@btinternet.com

Word from National Office is that, alongside core 
SVP visiting and befriending works and other 
‘Special Works’ like Community Projects, Vinnie 
Camps, Youth, Overseas Aid and Social Justice, 
‘Working with Prisons’ is to be featured on the SVP’s 
national website, following its next scheduled 
update, shortly.

And following their invaluable help in disseminating 
our last newsletter (Spring 2021) to the full SVP 
email database, National Office have promised to 
do the same for this Summer edition as soon as 
they can.

John O’Sullivan
 john@johnosullivan.co.uk

‘Working with Prisons’ 
to be on the SVP 
website - soon!

Fr Paul Shaw

Craig

I have resumed my work in HMP Hindley - which has 
resulted in some money being spent! 

• 12/05 - £44 spent on restocking the supply of ‘Faith 
Inside’ books in preparation for the restarting of the 
course at the beginning of June. This has happened, 
although due to Covid restrictions, instead of running 
one big group we now run three smaller groups two 
on Wednesdays (am & pm) and one on Thursday am. 
These are all going well at the moment.

• 17/05 - £19.20 spent on colouring pencils and playing 
cards to replenish stock depleted during lockdown. 
This would have been much more had it not been for 
the kindness of the Skelmersdale SVP, who have been 
very generous with their donations, and to the lady 
in St Helens who donated over 30 jigsaws. Generally 
the support we receive from the local parishes is 
outstanding.

• 30/05 - £5 spent on reading materials for me to use 
with a teenage lad who wishes to use his time inside 
to catch up on some of the skills that he missed out on 
during his school days.

• 1/06 - £16 spent on reading glasses to top-up supplies 
depleted during lockdown.

Tony with one of HMP 
Hindley’s Vinnie Bunnies

Tony back in harness at 
HMP Hindley

Inside the prison the Wellbeing Garden continues to 
develop, the polytunnel is now full of tomatoes and some 
of the lads are learning basic gardening skills to help 
with their development. The bird enclosure has been 
increased in size to aid their welfare and we now have 
two more rabbits and several guinea pigs (they never 
stay still long enough for me to count them).

As mentioned above, the ‘Faith Inside’ course has 
restarted but with reduced numbers. I have started to 
help one lad with improving his reading skills and am 
having conversations with J, who feels that he is being 
drawn to the Catholic Church but has many doubts, 
which we are having long discussions about. 

Tony Blackburne
  tonyblackburne@virginmedia.com

Homeless work in
St Helens 
Rachel, the link with SVP member Dr Sutton at St 
Helens CGL (Change: Grow: Live), sent an analysis 
of the good works that SVP support has done with 
some of her clients, including one gentleman who 
used an SVP tablet to create himself a CV and then 
used it in job applications (!) or the lady with drink 
problems, who was able to move away from her 
local area but still attend her rehab clinics, thanks 
to the SVP bus passes.

A house has been identified in St Helens which 
CGL (with the support of the local SVP ) hope to 
develop as place of safety for the most vulnerable 
people in the area.

Tony Blackburne
 tonyblackburne@virginmedia.com

Further prisons progress 
by SVP in the south 
Southwark CC President Patrick Greenidge confirmed 
that work to open links with the sizeable London prisons 
of Brixton and Wandsworth is progressing apace, via 
contacts with the Chaplains there. 

“This would bring the number of ‘SVP active’ prisons up to 
five – in what has been a relatively short period of time,” 
said Patrick, “It will mean that we will need some help 
from nearby Conferences.” he added, confirming that a 
recruitment drive to raise awareness and interest was 
underway.

“I would like to pass on my Thanks to all the teams of 
SVP volunteers who are working with me to develop new 
communications and cooperation with prison Chaplains 
in the new offender units.”

Patrick Greenidge
  patrickgreenidge@aol.com

‘Beyond the Gate’ team - “Really really proud!”
HMP Liverpool pilot publication completed

The magazine ‘Beyond the Gate’, which is published by ex-offenders and seeks 
to highlight that there really is life after prison and beyond the gate, has now 
been successfully published and distributed into HMP Liverpool.

Colourful, inviting and informative, the 48-page A4, is a triumph of innovative 
publishing and its production team, headed by Katie Woodfinden, say that 
they are, justifiably, “Really, really proud of it!”

SVP Working with Prisons were amongst a host of advertisers who supported 
the inaugural magazine, with a full-page full-colour insertion. SVP and prisons 
steering group member Barry Kirby, who is one of the dedicated volunteer 
supporters of Talha Ahmed’s Chaplaincy team at HMP Liverpool, said he was 
delighted to have initiated the link between the two organisations - and also 
with the SVP prisons group ad. 

“It’s fab!” he said.

Barry Kirby   bkirby2424@gmail.com

Going into HMP Berwyn in Wrexham, North Wales to 
say Mass on a Saturday morning – yes, I can just about 
remember it before lockdowns began eighteen months 
ago! – I was always part of a jolly and committed group 
of Vincentian Volunteers. Berwyn opened in February 
2017, designed, on completion, to be one of the largest 
prisons in Europe, with 2,100 inmates.

Prior to opening, the first Governor, Russ Trent, held 
a series of public meetings in the area to tell local 
residents about the Prison and answer any questions 
they might have. I was powerfully struck by his visionary 
tone and the value he clearly set on Chaplaincy. I’d 
heard about these meetings because he’d contacted 
our local Churches Together group here in Chester, 
about ten miles from Berwyn, to invite them to send 
representatives. Myself and my Quaker colleague went 
along, and never regretted it. When, a month later, my 
Bishop, Mark Davies, put an item in our Shrewsbury 
Diocesan Ad Clerum (the Bishop’s Regular Bulletin to his 
Clergy) asking if anyone would be interested in joining 
the Chaplaincy Team, as Wrexham Diocese itself is on 
the small side and not exactly awash with Priests – I 
leapt at the chance. It’s one of the best things I’ve done 
in my thirty years of Priesthood. 

Chaplaincy has always featured strongly in those 
thirty years, as well as being a Parish Priest. In my third 
Parish, I was also Hospital Chaplain, and we were an 
amazingly happy and effective team of Anglican, 
Catholic and Welsh-Speaking Free Church Chaplains, 

Church Unity: The 
Ecumenical Challenge 
in Prisons
Fr Paul Shaw introduces this important issue

working together at Clatterbridge Hospital on the Wirral. 
We would always be referring patients we had met to 
one another, taking services together, covering for each 
other when need be. In my present parish, I am a part 
of the ecumenical Hospital Chaplaincy Team here in 
Chester, and also help out at the local Army Barracks 
when required. Chaplaincy, in other words, is always 
ecumenical. I’m Catholic Chaplain at my local University, 
and again, the potential to work closely with colleagues 
of other faiths is huge. Last year, I participated in a 
fascinating zoom round table discussion with the Hindu 
and Jewish Chaplains at Liverpool University, on the 
theme of “Living Our Faith Together on Campus”.

So yes, I’m looking forward enormously to developing this 
ecumenical and inter-faith dimension in the Prison world. 
One of my roles is Catholic rep on Churches Together in 
Cheshire, the county-wide ecumenical body. I raised this 
question at our last meeting and want it to be a regular 
agenda item. The Salvation Army Major told me a little 
about some of the work they do with the settlement of 
ex-inmates once they leave prison. 

Watch this space for developments, everybody!

Fr Paul Shaw    werburgh465@btinternet.com

HMP Berwyn

Prison and mental health
The Royal College of Psychiatrists has warned that 
thousands of people with a mental health disorder are 
in prison because, “No safer alternatives were available” 
at the time of sentencing. The College says that 8,000 
people in prison could have been sentenced more 
safely under a Community Order, with a mental health 
treatment requirement.

 
Hugs are back!
At last, children are allowed to hug 
their parents and loved ones again 
in prison, after the Prisons Service 
relaxed coronavirus restrictions 
on social visits. The easing of other 
restrictions on prison visits will 
hopefully also be applied soon. 

 
Respect for Religious Minorities in Prison
‘Each Other’ has published an article about the work of 
Maslaha, the Muslim Women in Prison Project, the Zahid 
Mubarek Trust and the Prison Reform Trust. 

In the article, CJA Director Nina Champion discusses 
‘Equalities’ training for prison staff, barriers in funding 
for small, specialist organisations and the lack of 
consultation with different religious groups, when the 
government assesses the equalities impact of changes 
to policy and practice. 

 
Popular TV drama provides prisons insight
‘Time’ is a hardhitting BBC TV drama, penned by award-
winning screenwriter Jimmy McGovern.  Stars Sean Bean 
and Stephen Graham give exceptional performances as 
inmate and officer respectively.

Writing in the Grauniad, Lucy Mangan wrote: “The 
performances of Bean and Graham are, even though 
we have come to expect brilliance from them both, 
astonishing. So, too, are those from everyone in smaller 
roles, none of which is underwritten or sketchy, and who 
thicken the drama into something more profoundly 
moving and enraging at every turn.”

In brief…

Catenians supporting 
prisons with Rosaries 
Since 2017, The Catenian Rosary Group, with the 
agreement of the representative of the Bishops 
Conference of England and Wales, Canon Paul 
Douthwaite, have been supplying Prison Chaplains 
with Rosaries and also, ‘How to Pray the Rosary’ 
cards to help in their work with the residents. To-
date we have supplied 87 Chaplaincies.

As there is a tendency for residents to wear 
Rosaries around their necks, we supply special 
white, plastic, breakable ones. I have noticed a 50% 
increase in Rosary requests during the Covid-19 
pandemic and several Prison Chaplains have 
emailed me to say that there is a keenness among 
the residents (both Catholic and non-Catholic) to 
go to sleep holding on to the crucifix, perhaps in 
the hope that this will protect them from the virus.

Whatever the reason I am very pleased that 
residents find solace in the Rosary;  maybe it is 
Our Blessed Lady working in mysterious ways - 
like her Son!

Mike Bunting
 tackems@talktalk.net

Autumn Newsletter
The next SVP Working with Prisons newsletter is the Autumn 2021 edition, due for publication at the end of September.

All articles, items and photographs are welcome. 

Please send to John O’Sullivan, St Werburgh’s Chester Conference. 

 john@johnosullivan.co.uk

If you would like more information on the SVP Working with Prisons ‘Special Work’, 
please email one of the lead contacts or advisors:

SVP Prisons Lead: Ian Kempsell   ian.kempsell11@gmail.com

Secretary: Kevin McKenna    kevin.mckenna70@ntlworld.com

Prison Visiting: Tony Blackburne      tonyblackburne@virginmedia.com

Spiritual Advisor: Fr Paul Shaw   werburgh465@btinternet.com

St Vincent de Paul Society, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7JB. Registered charity number 1053992.

Call 0207 703 3030    Email info@svp.org.uk    Visit svp.org.uk

In our quarterly newsletters we aim to introduce another 
of the great many specialist organisations and agencies 
who work in the fields of prisons and criminal justice. 

For whilst our own core SVP work involves visiting prisons 
and befriending prisoners our aim is of course to be able 
to join and network with these specialists and experts so 
we are able to refer cases when necessary and help to 
alleviate the blight of poverty and exclusion suffered by 
prisoners, ex-Offenders and their Families.

In this, the latest in our series, we are delighted to 
focus on the work of Community Chaplaincies, which 
are independent, faith-based, voluntary sector 
organisations, working in criminal justice. They aim to 
reduce re-offending, working in prisons, through the gate 
and in the community, and typically offer practical and 
emotional support to ex-offenders, including volunteer 
mentoring and access to services. (It is an interesting 
fact that more people work in the charity sector with 
offenders than in prisons and probation put together!)

 Key facts about Community Chaplaincies
• Projects can vary in size from 12 up to 300 clients 

per year

• They follow ‘Desistance Theory’ - recognising the 
crucial importance of successful transitions

• They vary in staff to volunteer ratio depending on 
the complexity of the work they do, but typically 
have more volunteers than staff - most have 
between 2 and 5 staff members

• Some are based close to prisons and have close 
relationships with prison and probation teams, 
including delivering resettlement contracts

• Some are based far from prisons, but in the 
heart of the resettlement community and 
may be working closely with drug and alcohol, 
homelessness charities etc and have less contact 
with prisons

• The faith aspect varies - some chaplaincies are 
rooted in one faith and may be managed by a 
single congregation, some are multi-faith and 
more secular. No chaplaincy will push unrequested 
faith on clients. Some run faith activities clients 
may access. The faith aspect can bring additional 
funding, resources and volunteers to the work.

• The projects are diverse and respond to local need  
- some chaplaincy projects provide housing or 
a timetable of activities to combat isolation and 
institutionalisation, others are working with sex 
offenders, families of prisoners, young offenders 
and women. There are also ex prisoner led support 
groups and court diversion projects. 

Features of Community Chaplaincies at work
• Relationships with clients are key; based on honesty, 

trust, mutual respect, forgiveness and inclusion

• Flexible, holistic response to clients providing practical, 
emotional, financial, spiritual and social support

• Accessible drop-in culture, even after their mentoring 
or resettlement programme has finished

• Staff and volunteers are trained to have skills in /
knowledge of mental health, housing etc.

• Rigorous training, vetting and safeguarding of 
volunteers and risk assessment of clients

• Careful matching and monitoring of individuals and 
supervision/group support

• Active partnership working with other VCS and 
statutory staff to reduce re-offending

SVP Working with specialist partners
The Community Chaplaincies

The Role of The Community Chaplaincy 
Association (CCA)
There are 35+ Community Chaplaincy projects in the 
UK spread across the country. They are supported 
by the Community Chaplaincy Association (CCA) 
which provides networking, operational support and 
resources, including helping to set up new projects and 
representing its members at national level with Ministry 
of Justice (MoJ) and Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation 
Service (HMPPS).

Current strategic priorities include working with 
Approved Premises (bail hostels), working with families 
affected by CJS, working with people convicted of sex 
offences, increasing lived-experience involvement and 
responding to the growing disproportionality in the 
system (BAME).

The Community Chaplaincy Association provides 
support to its members at all stages and sizes such as: 

• Training 
• Secure database and other operational tools
• Website facilities
• An experienced Buddy Chaplaincy match for 

newcomers with a live project
• Best Practice Exchange – focussed on quality, 

evidence informed practice and research
• Regular chances for networking and learning – 

through events and newsletter
• Strategy support
• Fundraising support
• Safeguarding support
• Diversification support
• Performance Management - staff /volunteer issues
• National Representation 
• Links to strategic partners, research and 

collaborative opportunities

 
For established charities with faith and criminal 
justice credentials
• The opportunity to shape and influence the criminal 

justice sector through network activities where you 
can share your best practice and sector innovation 
nationally with like-minded projects

• The opportunity for greater collaboration with 
partnerships from within the membership and with 
key sector partners in faith and resettlement, such 
Chaplaincy HQ, HMPPS

• Practice-led collaborations, being involved in research

• The platform to influence the development of the faith/
resettlement sector with vertical connections into 
voluntary sector strategy and national fora such as 
advice to MoJ and HMPPS

• People volunteer at their local community chaplaincy 
for a variety of reasons, e.g. they may be a retired 
professional, or have experienced the criminal justice 
system first hand and want to put something back. 
They may have had a family member go to prison 
and understand the devastation that causes. For 
others they are led by their faith to work with the most 
marginalised and excluded from our communities. 
Volunteers come from all backgrounds and bring a 
wide variety of skills.

For more information about the Community 
Chaplaincy Association please contact:

Emma Wells, National Secretary
 emmawells@communitychaplaincy.org.uk

I’m going to stick my neck out here and say there isn’t 
a Dickens novel that doesn’t feature a prison of some 
description. Why? It’s a combination of a writer’s life and 
a writer’s imagination: life experiences occur, and they 
sear into the writer’s consciousness and become grist 
for his creative mill. Charles Dickens (1812-70) was 12 
years old when his father John was arrested for debt and 
imprisoned in the Marshalsea Debtors Prison in Southwark:

Imprisonment for debt in this country lasted until the 
Debtors Act of 1869, after which only debtors who had 
the means to repay but refused could be sent to jail. 
Before that, it was a cruel and pointless system that could 
only be justified on possible deterrence grounds. Inside 
prison, the inmate had absolutely no chance of earning 
or making money to pay off his debt, and only paying the 
debt could secure his release. So, was it a good deterrent? 
Absolutely not, as over 10,000 men were imprisoned for 
debt every year. Many lived out their lives and died there, 
as their only hope was a rich benefactor taking pity on 
them, or inheriting money, which happened to John 
Dickens. Three months later, he was released.

Dickens and Prisons: I

But those three months had scarred the 12 year old 
Charles. He was pulled out of school – schools cost 
money – and sent to work in a Blacking Factory, putting 
labels on bottles of black dye. What hurt most was being 
separated from his family – Mrs Dickens and the younger 
children went to live in the prison with the father – and 
had to sell all their possessions to raise a few shillings to 
buy food for them all. Charles, as the eldest child, had 
the job of taking these goods, one by one, to the local 
pawnbroker to see what pennies they might raise. What 
broke his heart was when he had to take the little shelf of 
books – Robinson Crusoe, Arabian Nights, Peregrine Pickle 
– that had been this solitary child’s closest boyhood 
companions.

Ever after, prisons loomed large in his mind and featured 
heavily in his fiction, as I’ll try to show in our SVP Prisons 
Newsletters to come. If you want to see the Marshalsea 
today, I’m afraid it was knocked down long ago. Go to St 
George’s Churchyard Garden in Southwark (corner of 
Tabard Street and Long Lane), and you’ll see the plaque 
above fixed to a very old stone wall.

Next time: Little Dorrit, the girl who was born in the 
Debtors’ Prison, who had lived there for all her twenty-
two years and for all she knew or hoped, would die there.

Fr Paul Shaw    werburgh465@btinternet.com

Print of the old Marshalsea Debtors’ 
Prison, demolished in the 1870’s

A Day in the Life of…
Wally Vella, RC Chaplain, HMP Berwyn
I entered Prison Chaplaincy quite by chance. After 
Easter Sunday Mass a few years ago the Bishop called 
me over and asked if I had contacted Bishop’s House 
enquiring about a prison chaplain position. It was a case 
of mistaken identity but it did make me wonder! I duly 
contacted the Bishops Conference Prisons Advisor who 
confirmed that an advert would be released shortly 
for an Ordained or Lay Person and that he would let 
me know. Subsequently, I applied and was offered the 
position of RC Chaplain (as a Lay Person) and took up 
post in May 2018. It was a completely new experience for 
me and having no religious or faith-based qualifications, 
I enrolled onto a three-year Leadership in Pastoral 
Ministry course, which I will complete this year. 

Perhaps contrary to popular understanding in that 
Chaplains engage exclusively with faith-based work; the 
vast majority of activity is generic pastoral care which 
helps people through crisis. This provides many of the 
daily challenges (and indeed, satisfactions!) arising from 
chaplaincy work. There are certain statutory duties that 
prison chaplaincy departments must perform which 
include:

• Inductions for new men arriving within 24 hours who 
are either sentenced or on remand;

• Responding to internal email requests and queries 
(‘Applications’) from prisoners within a 24 hour 
deadline;

• Bad News (referring to death and critical illness of 
family and friends);

• Pastoral care for those at risk of self-harm or suicide;

• Daily visits to those held in segregation;

• Interviewing residents preparing for release 
and, if appropriate, identifying links to local faith 
communities;

• Daily visits to the house blocks to support men and 
staff.

In terms of faith-based 
work, policy states 
that, “Prisoners have 
the opportunity for 
corporate worship or 
meditation for one 
hour per week” and, 
“Prisoners have access 
to a programme of religious educational classes and 
cultural activities.”

In terms of RC provision, we celebrate Mass on Saturday 
mornings (pre-covid) by local priests and the Bishop of 
Wrexham, who all generously offer their services on a 
rotational basis. Mass is also supported by a significant 
number of volunteer visitors who attend worship and 
provide music liturgy. The men in our care are extremely 
grateful for this level of support and recognise the purely 
voluntary nature of the effort and time the volunteers 
make. This gives the men the opportunity to develop 
relationships with people who are not directly linked to 
the prison system and gives them a sense of dignity and 
self-worth. Unfortunately, Mass has been suspended 
due to covid restrictions but we are hoping it will resume 
again soon. 

I also lead a Rosary group with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on a Thursday afternoon, which on occasion 
alternates with the Divine Office or Stations of the Cross 
depending on the liturgical year.

Chaplaincy is inter-woven in the fabric of the prison 
environment, occupying a narrow space that is 
simultaneously both part of and apart from a regime 
of punishment and control. Chaplains are perceived as 
the ‘human face’ of the system, which acknowledges the 
dignity of every person irrespective of his/her crime and 
offers an opportunity for reconciling individuals with their 
past and with others. 

Wally Vella   wally.vella@justice.gov.uk

Wally
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